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ai Gerede the pre- 
he Government has met With. 

in ſome Shape or other, eyer'fines 

is fiſt Eſtabliſhment 94 5 ft 2 f 

— an 0 88 c- 5 
—_ tmpts, that have been lads o 
depthe us ot che Peace and Quiet, and all the # 2 
other” Bleſſings wu ee under it, have made me 
long think if extremely Needful, that Men hauls 
be Mind of the Solstun Obligations 


— i! 


i} ! 
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Oaths; whereby they habe bound 7 5 

Support, Maintain, and Deſend it. 

2 5 am very ſenſible this is a Work of ſo much Con- 3 
fequence, that it deſerves the ableſt Hand; and muſt _ I 
own, I am furpriz d it has not long fince been under. 
taken by a much more Able one than mine I have 4 
waited, in hopes to ſee ſomething of this Kind, tii 
ir ſeems abſaldtely Neceſſary that ar it ſhould be done 


'fome body; 3nd T hall rely upon the Want of 


it, as 4 ſufficient Apology for "my ni 
_ howeyer On it may de perform d. 
W 
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II. That ſome kind — ae of the Subjects 
Obedience is Neceſſary e Safety of &very Go- 
vernmeiit ; and that t F. ligation of an Oath be- 
ing a proper Security of that Obedience, any Go- 
vernment may awfully require 70 becauſe every 
Subject may /awfully enter Tio it. And if it ſhall 
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Pear 1 3» 1 8 \ D * 


Il. That under che Preſent Government, where 
the Security of, Oaths is required, theſe Oaths 2 
not ſo rigorouſly exacfed, hut that every Subj 
has it in bis Power to chooſe. re be will take 
them or not: Then 1 hope it will e BY 
That to every one, who-has taken then hel 
Oaths are Obhgatory and Binding y and tt 
Breach of them is as s diets a e ang-conſe- 
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1 . as to 8 41 FAR The „ New 
| ral Right of every Government to 1 1 Means 
of Preſerving it ſelf, will very 19400 it 
we conſider,” That the End and vil Go» 
vernment is to preſerve. Society, which.” can ne- 
ver ſubfiſt without it. Mere Laws, however wiſely 
fram'd, would be very inſufficient to reſtrain Mens 
Paſſions, and to 9 Peace and Order anon 
them, if there was no t in the 

to animate thoſe Laws, and put them into 


non. The Public Gant, and ez 
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Ls would be comnually 


I =_ would ſubmit to; and cel 

ons would be to gratify, his 88 
plain this is returning 
25 ore, throughout gt W > of Natal Nt 
have entred into Society, ſome Form of) Gone 
ment oh. other has been; ſtabliſh'd,...x0).be, as 
3 0 Guardian of the Laws aud, 


5 This he End 

| N the 5 = 770 . 

belonging to it, mult be t its _ 

1 104 without Queſtion, fo long as it ries 

= Good Purpoſes, for witch, it was at farſt.in+ / 
tende every Subject, enjoying the Benefit and-Ad- ' 
Vantage of. it, is Oblig d not only to ſubmi to it, 

not diſturb it himlelf, Ne f 2 even a Debt up- , 
on him to con ue his beſt Affiſtance to Guard 

8 inſt the and Invalions/of . 


0 5 7] 
| 1 of this 1555 * vernme| 
2 Kore Fo, Men were ar Liberry,2s £ ofren.; as 
in Humouts incl in d. chern to it, to at- 
tempt to Change and Alter it; the continual. Diſc | 
putes and Quarrels about i it would he a new, and 
as great a Miſchief, as any it was intended to pre- 
| Nee it and from which Mankind Would have been 
if they had remain d in a Kate f Nature. 
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1d 1 So that the Rig ght ro preſerve. it ſelſ is neceflirily 
u- £4 connected with the. very. fixſt Notiong of Govern- 
ch ment: This is ce on which it ſtands. 
vs, without 
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without which i it would- be it ſelf | 


and reſol ved to ſubmit to it. 

It appears therefore what is the Nature of Go- 
vernment Originally in its firſt Inſtitution: And Di- 
ſtance of Time, though it may alter almoſt every 
Thing elſe, can never change the Nature of things. 
Men at firſt entred into Society, and ſettled 2 
ſelves under various Forms of Government, for the 
very ſame Reaſons, which make them till conti- 
mee in that Way: Humane Nature is ſtill the ſame; 


and to live in 10 he unlimited Freedom of a State * 


Nature, would be attended ftill with all the fame 
Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs, that ever did attend 
it. And as Men chooſe at this Day to live under 
Government, for the ſame Reaſons they firſt en- 
tred into it, ſo Government is now in its own Na- 


ture, juſt the fame Thing it was then: It is eſta- 
| bliſſrd upon the ſame I er intended to ſerve 
. Ends and Purpoſes; and muft there- 

| fore have all the ſame Rights and Privileges belong- * 


the ſame good 


ing to it. 


So that whatever Governmaitt! any Man lives us 
ar. as he ſhares in the Publick Good, and the 


Advantages which ariſe from he'Communi- 
ty of which he ig a Part, he is bound to contribute 


his belb-Aſfiſtance 40 the Support and Defence of 
ght to require of 


it; and that Gef aden has a Ri 
him whatever it ſhall judge Neceſſary to its 
Safety and Preſervation : Provided it be neither 


Morally Evil in it ſelf, nor PROP, of the 


* of its own Infficurion. | 


1. Now: there is nothing 4 o ee 
to * Saſety 
ſhould be affora. of the 8 and Fidelity 

its on Subjects. This is [o plain, that I verily 
believe no aac wk it; but Latte, r may 


thoſe very Ends and Purpoſes, for which Men 74 
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be ſaid, the 8 1 1 of Govemment 
ieral, are a ſufficient Security of every Ones 
eliting to live under it; and that, as to particulat 
Forms of Government, eſpecially when Men have 
once accepted the Protection of them, the Natural 
Obligation every Man is under in that Cale, his 
Liſe, his Liberty, his Fortune, his Children, ate ſo 
many Hoſtages to the Publick, and ſufficient Pledges 
of his Allegiance. Now here. J muſt beg leave to 
— And the great Difference of Mens: Opiai- 


—— — every Subject. chat can a of great Cone 
nt, that in Ca 
— 9 by be. oblig'd to m 


clear, and expreſs Declaration of their "Thoughts 


about them. There are many, who underſtand no+ 
thing at all of: the Natural Qbligations that lie up- 
on them to ſubmit to the Government, which pro- 
tects them; and of thoſe that do, wwould be diffi- 
cult to find even Two who agree 9 in their 
Thoughts about them.  Befides, Men 1 91 
more from one another, than many Tele differ 
from, themſelves. Men diſlike at one time what 
d and been 47 025 ay at 


Cove 
hy, 2 his Thoug its 15 of 3 25 
tural Duty that lies upon kim, ho be 

to forget it; and his Life, his Liberty, ks Forrage, 
and M Children, will be as prevailing [Arguments 
to animate his Eudeavours to Quertarn, as; LA 

80 be, when he lik d it, to Def 
Jo that under this [Jncectainty ob Mense 
en fre it is dae nen E. 
r on Ne 10h d LP 


ä —ͤ— — „and we cannot be ſure 2 any one Man 
will always 
for the Safety: of particular Forms of Government, 


- Perſon or Parſons; in whom che Supfeme 
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be of the ſame Opinion, it Is Neceſſary 


that the Subjects ſhould exprefly declare their Ap- 
probation of them, and bind themſelves to ſubmit 
to them in ſome poſitive,” invariable Obligation, to 
remain in full Force upon them, whatever Humout 
or Temper they may be in. {43-09 

And here we muſt not abſtraQ che ied 
from the Perſon or Perſons, in whom the Admi- 
niſtration of it is lodg d; whilſt che Adminiſtrati- 
on is conducted by the known Laws and Cuſtoms 
upon which” the Government is founded. For {6 
long they are the very Government, they are "the 
Life and Spirie of the Laws; wich, if no one was 
empower d to put them in Execution, would be 
abloletely Dend and Uſeleſs: And therefore, ſolong 
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they have the ſame Right, Petſonally, to the Obe. 
dience of xt S, even as the Government it de 
_— has ; and <onfequently a Right to the ſute Se- fe! 
curity of that Obedience, and for the ſame Reaſons. m 
For a Fresdem of attempting to c the Ad mi- ter 
niftration of I mean the Bypreme Ad- thi 
miniftration; would be attended with the ſeffame 7 + 
Miſchiefs, that would attend the ſame Freedov — 
with reſpe& to Government — . 2 would be ar 
<afion 28 much Diſorder and Confuſion, it would is; 
| yy Fon NS, Tear 40 ſhould have ſome 7 ſhe 

2 that a 

Srcutief el the Obedience of its Subfedts, Io Je fs 24 
that Security ſhould extend it feif to the an 


= 


= 


Ad mini- 
Marion of the Government is todg's, and Sblige ſelf 
i to them; proceeding! #ccordh Chy 


8 


ws, upon Which the 


id; us as to the Government it Ac 
— abſtradtedly from them. en Wel 
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As to the Nature of this-Security, it ſhould cers 


gende fk 28, with the greateſt Eaſe to the Sub» 
is moſt likely to anſwer efteQually the Pur- 
poſe that is aimed at; and therefore I can think of 
none ſa proper, ſo intirely fir in all Reſpebts, as the 
Obiig ationiiof: an Ourh. Men may give this Secu: 
rity without the leaſt impalliment or — 
their own Affairs; and, if every Principle of Reli- 
—— n and Virtue is not quite rooted out of cheis 
inds, it will ſecire in their Allegiance 
againſt the ſtrongeſt — theit own Paſſions; 
as well as the Inſinnations of the moſt — 
Wicked Men, to divert them lrom it. If dy 
A propoſe a better, let 2 «denn 
my part, how. no Odjeckion to this 
haps. ſome People may=diflike- it, becauſe mics er 
roo fuſft: And: as-thatcis/ no? real *Objettion, * 401 
don t ſes that it lies open to any other. It is pen 
feel alen dcr and; Deſign of Govern» 
ment tog every Subject may freely en · 
der inte ie, nne and becauſe there is no- 
Twin morallyEvil — — fell. 5 
I be A pealing to God in tririal Caſes, the Jeſt 
ing and —.— with that awful Name, and uſing 
it y upon ſlight and trifting'Occalions, 
is; -indeed, : Unlawful; — — —— 
dee ana as-Weare'n yet 
2 A due tolr. 11 Auen Vie 175 2 ven 
But: in Great and Salemn Occaſions the taking 
an Guth is. ſo far from being Unlawful; trat uuder 
the Maſaical Law it: was app  by:God bien. 
ſelf to be the End of all Serife; Abd * 
Chriſtian Diſpenſution we have the 0 
ampie of St "Paul himſet a. wean d Prw- 
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Wien. as any one who has liv'd firice his Time; 
was as unlikely, when he had ons embed 

| = to-oftend' again them. O7 4 : 

+ Sotharan Gath cant be an Unlawful Thing, 
frice amongſt the Jrwr it was in! Uſe by te Ap. 
pointment of God hitriſelf; Erod. Mil- 1 v. an 
amongſt Chriſtians it has the Practice of av very 
great Apoltte' to defend it. And thetefore; tho 
no Government can have a Nught abſolutely to force 
any Man to take any:Qatt;; becauſe the very Na+ 
rare of an Oath is ſuck; chat it onghr/always.to be 
4 Free and Voluntary Act, and ho Man ought to 


take it, but he — ſtedfaſtly to keep it / 


Yet every Government has a Right to infiſt, that 
every Member, who 
nd it. Mall either ihe it this 
MAion,/or ſubtnit to ſuch Intapacities, and ſuch 
ities, as they, who are en ed witt the Ad- 
miniſtration of it, ſhall think fr to inflict upon 
him. For asrevery one h 2 ir; makes them 


ſure he would not, 70 0 afſliſt them, 
| i Gn rw Fo ke theinſelves ſan6;by putting 

his: wer, that CEE e 
am This i the Caſe with gg, Oaths 
, 25 85 Gnernrke whit cf 


of this 


D — — 
mon 3 and upon theſe Terms he may live 
quiet in tlie Enjo 2 — as he 


can — to be fo; and makes no A 
do Lifturb the Feaceand Quiet of theGovernment. '- 


ys its ProteQtiori, andilires 


„en rr rere © © me whe 1 eee 


ce 
we 


of Mens Attians does net depend upo 
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Allegiance, which they quite, : ſhould; ſtand upon 
3 more ad vantageous Foot Khan he —. ene 
that the Friends of a a ee . Nabe 
ng and thedeglard of irie 

ſrom doing it any Hart. But "All fu is: no dir 
Conſtraint, no other Force, but that of imerelf; 
which is à Ferce a Man impoſes upan himlelE;.; a 
can have noimore Stzength; thay, de himſelf plea 
to giye:it;-And_cenainly,.me Man:ean fecigull 
lay de is net, at leaſt — . Senſe, at. L 
ether he will do a thing ox not, We he Com 
nee of doing it, or letting it alone, is only 
the having a little mere or les. The * 
and Diſad vantage, bet 1npon the 


Undedianding 20 20 he. Mil, And whorver-i fol 
in any Caſe 10. make the beſt Jadgment he gan 
ienſelf, and Mhen he has done that, has it Lic 
| ly iis wn Power ta follow the Reſuls: 
omn Will, certainly acts with a Moral (dom, 
and whatever he does under theſe. 8 
18, withont doubt, to all, Intents 20d Far ” 
Bend Wa be; the. Point. Ins 
Which: Way it Will. 1 51&mmut 10 dag951 
Bat in che preſent Cale of taking the, he, 
whos not willing to do it, is d. bb ee 
ing them. So fat; Dy — 
ment eee trariſy, and foxeing Poo. 
———— take them, whether, they Wil, er no, that 
ey plainly deſire na one [do jt; burwho an 
dais Hemly od Wil anne] = 
ppeatanee oe: Tpe F 
made a Far: of the duc itſelf. 
So that 1 the leah Quo 
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the Obligation of it merely by Virtue of that Force, 
Thete are Circumſtances, — te doubt, which do 
deftroy the Obligation of an Oath, or rather pre- 
vent its ever having any Obligation in it: As for In- 
ſtance, If any Man ſhould {wear he would do an 
Impoſſible or a Sinſul Thing, there can be no 
Obligation in ſuch an Oath; becauſe, in the firſt 


drm it: And therefore People ſhould be 
Exceedinely cautious of running — — 
of this ind 3 for it is runnin into ſuch a Diffi- 
culty, that which way ſoever aN {may tam him- 
ſalt, Sin will infallibly lie at his Dot. 
But where à Man binds himſelf by an Oach to 
do a thing Lawful in ieſelf, ſay: mere Force, be it 
of what Nature, and in what — ſoever any 
one may Pieler, ts 3 8 it cannot dift him 
from the Ob/jgarion-of that Oath: And the Reaſon 
is plain; becauſe," till a Man conſents, and; upon a 
View of the whole Ciroumſtance before him, chooſes 
to do it, tis impoſſible to force him to take it! It 
muſt be the Act of his on V ul, Which ſo 
intitely upon himſelf, and -Iyes fo far out of the 
Reach of Humane Force, that all the 'Powers- of 
Nature turm it this way or that. Ho much 
Toevet therefore the thing be is requir'd to fwear, 
Ynay t rhivart either his Intereſt or his tion, yet, 
45 it is abſolutely in his On Power to reſuſe to 
do it, if he is Tedue's to ſuch Circumſtances -by 
Means of external Force, as to chooſe to comp comply, 
he is bound in Conſcience, if it be an Ant native 
"Oath, to tell the Truth; if a Fromiſſory One, to 
perform it Inviolably: For tho that Porr might free 
n Geh here the Subject Mat- 
ys it, ye yet in every th, v 
- — of it is Lawful in itſelf, God Almighty becomes, 
as it were, à Party to it, in teſpect of whom! the 
*Adionis perſecuy free: To Him Men —— 


not to 


Gale, a Man cannot; and, in the laſt, he ought 


tion to the Perſon' who ap- 


gg Fes rose we rm A. 2.0 <4, 10:2) mom 0, AHA. 
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chooſe whether rhey will accept 
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for the Performance of the Oaths they V take; and 
Humane Force can in no Degree a that Obli- 
ation. 
F - Tf the Fact weed was true, t — were 
ceally forc'd by all the Extremities Humane Power 
could inflict, ſuch as Baniſhmenr, the Forfeiture of 
Eſtates, or even Life ſelf, to take the Oaths the 
Government requires of them, it would not follow 
that they might take them, and break them when 
they had done. But it is our Hap o live un- 
der à more mild and gentle Governme The Con- 
uence of Neglettin merely to 5 Oaths, 
is Inconfiderable and Negative only; and the refu- 
ſing, if a Man is calld upon to do it, "draws no 
other Conſequences along with it. than ſuch as W 
Moderate in chers des, and ablolutely Necelfaty 
to preſerve Things! in me Srate they ate, and pre- 
vent our falling imo fion. Nen are left to 
the Protection ard 
Favour' of the Government, upon theſe, Terms, a 
not; and to which Side ſoever they incline, it is 
their own Voluntary Act, and proceeds freely from 


.the Denn 10 of their own Wills: And rhere- 
fore, if there is any ſuch thing as Moral Freedem 


in Humane Actions, moſt ele be who has 
ken the Oaths to the N Government, did i 
Voluntarily ey. ' ag ts” 
This 1 17 ih tres a (afficiei | Agkwer 
to the Argh. 11 1 r er e e of 
Mens being freed from the Obli 
Oaths to the preſent Government, 5 
forc'd and extorted from them. The Fatt 1 1175 is 
a Falſe, and would not ſupport theConclufion 
drawn from it, if it was true. But 1 have lately 
ſeen a Paper, which contains ſome nee Kr ections 
to the Validity of the Oäths to the overn- 
. which is not to be overlock d in this Place. 
is a Paper I meet with, amongſt the reſt of 1 4 
No ona 
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ble Papers, in the Appendix to the 
the Committee of the Hou eof Lords: The D 
It contains, Without doubt, was intended to ope 
Door, at which People might freely enter into ns 
Unuatural and Horri . And I muſt own 
T thiak we are in ſome Meaſure rike to the Au 
7 5 it, for ſhewing us any 8 true e f 


of endeayouring to propagate th 


| Rel dreadful Conſequence os will ll Þ n 


W eyer prevail wary ie my, 
wort tices in this aper is 

Bard fore the Rather comes to enter into the Det 
5 of it, be cannot forbear obſerving how Ridi- 


outh x of any Britain ths — on 
; and ſeems to wonder how they that thought 
the R Revolution no Breach of the Qaths of Allegiance, 
dan reproach any one with a Breach of theſe; I ſup- 
7 that is the Oaths to the preſent. Government 
But furdy tis e fuch mighty W „ Arg theſe 
mes, and thoſe. which preceded and occaſioned, 
7 1 will 15 eyer juſtiſte the N any — 
ike? Is it not Perjury to br he of At. 


tance to a Prince employing his Authority to the 
DEE 
x x 


igion, Laws and Libs 
is Country, becaule it Was not Perjury to with- 

draw . a. 4 — who, oy oying 
his Pomex taquite different Furpoſes, ablolutely vaca- 
ted all 2 | in the Oaths of that Allegiange? 
ths of nce, which are intended to be a 
dai Men . po I_ 
ment is employ'd to aue the v 
bgn of eb. i 17 7 
allow'd. . to be eandhienl 17 
Nature; and the de End on one 8 
ſabliſt longer n the 


ear 
, cannot 


dition of it is arſon 


28222 


ous the Reproach of Perjury . ont of the 


a aa oe 2 ac of elender Sees 
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615 
6h the other. If the Prince withdraws bis Prü- 


eQion'; if, inſtead of defending, he invades their 
Rights; if, inſtead of preſerving their Liberttes, i 


Eo make them Slaves; he "EQually releaſes 


from the Obligation of their Oarhs, and 
arges them from their Allegiance to him, This 
- the Caſe at the Revolution; an Attempt 7 
to ſubvert the Conſtitution of the Se mis of Eng- 
land, made it Neceffary and Lawf the People 
of England to teſiſt that Attempt: The Obligarion 
of tice Alle hes 20 6 aud ceasd, and they were 
1 at LE. transfer it from one, who 
nemy of their Religion, and 
of the Laws' and ] nk ob che Covtitty, to that 
Glorious Deliverer, . — God provided for them 
in nee to Protect and defend them. Tie 
proach therefore out of the Mouth of 
i . tam, vrho can Thirty Years, is not 
ridirxlbur, 28 eheAurhot of this Paper would 
Al K And it is very confiſtent to think 
the Revolutivn no Breach of the Oaths of Alle 
Bae and yet do think chat "whoever breaks che 
ths do che preſent Government, Þ 1 Pe 
ths Atidhior de 7 ls 
: He 105 us . 1 . 8 


but 6f that od to e arF of Alan 
and N dere phe Powers, 1 0 
would have 9 ae, do invalidate the Force: 


"De Firſt Hypon 


| is, That 2⁰ Oath" can Zibb 

ere Prior Obligation. An Uſe he makes 

ee 
| t the People as he 

under the Obligation of Nataral Duty and Antece- 

Got Oaths to another Prince, chat tion re- 

mains 


Heir Adminiſtration, contradict, 
 Gonally to them intirely ceaſes, 


| Other Obligations ; and, according to 


Tos 


King William, and to the preſent Government. Here, 
_ doubr, he has — Unfortunate, Miſguided 
Prince, King James the Second, in his View: And as 
x the Oaths of Allegiance to that Prince, which, I 
a are the Antecedent Oaths this Author talks 
hope what has been already ſaid makes it 


„that the whole Force — Obligation of 
ny abſolutely. ceas'd and. determined with the 


Reaſon of the People's firſt entring into them. Th 
Obligation of Natural Duty to him ſtands ju 
upon the ſame Foot; for Natural Duty does not 
immediately regard the Perſon of the Prince, but 
is founded in the Orig ina! Obligation every Man is 
under to Society in general, and to the Particular 
Society of which he is a Member. As Government 
is Neceſſary to preſerve Society, and Governors are 
Neceſſary to, the very Being o Government, all 
as to any Effect of it; from hence ariſes the 
ral Duty Men owe to them; and when they ry 
inſtead of: 
ing, the Ends of Government, Natural 7 — 
t remains In ful 
Force with reſpect to Government, and to Society; 
Theſe, in all Events, are to be pteſerwd: The Qbli- 
gation Men are under to endeavcur it, i 7 ; Prior to all 


Doctrine 
of. this. Fiſt Hypatheſs, (which..is, [ek 
true) can never be vacated, '0 
fabſ n 2 or Obligations 9 Feen 


fie ce c camo! Oh Now what yon cannot ſaw- 
ly do, is upon as Impoſlible.z 1d tantum 
Poſſumte, 3 25 fare 3 — This Explangion 
reduc it to a Moral Im poſhbility ; „ and therefore 

Welles tends to the an Foint with that 
which) ollows, vis. 


Oli. Tk bo is, W hat is Im 
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mains in full Force, notwithſtanding the Oaths ts 


t taken away, .by any 
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| Thirdly, We cannot Oblige ourſelves to do what 
is Unlawful: For if it is an Unlawful Thing which 
you were to do, the eum is in Swearing, not 
in Breaking that Oath. This, and the Second Hy- 
Jon are apply'd by the Author to the ſame 

urpoſe, from the ſame Arguments ; and therefore 
I ſhall give them both together the ſame Anſwer. 


1 It is ſaid, ſtill carrying the ſame Cale in View, 


there was no Power in the People to make a King; 
That ſeveral Acts of Parliament Unrepealed declare 
the Subject to have no Coercive Power oyer the 
King, not even both Houſes of Parliament; That 
Kings are ſubjeUQ to none but God, particularly the 
King of England; That the Kingdom of England 
is Hereditay, not Elefrve + Then comes the Appli- 
cation of the Hypotheſis. And from all this it is 
inferr'd, That to transfer Allegiance, whilſt the 
Rightful Monarch is in being, is morally Impoſſi- _ 
ble, that is Unlawful; and that the Oarh to that 

ſe is conſequently Invalid, and has no manner 


Fur 
olf 5 whatſoever againſt our Natural Duty. 


This, I think, is fairly the whole Strength of the 
Argument, form'd to. turn the Doctrine of theſe 
Hypotheſes into an Objection to the Obligation of 
our, Oaths. As to the Firſt Part of it, That there 
was no Power in the People to make a King, tis 
true, the People of Exgland have not a Power in 
them to Depoſe and make Kings at Pleaſure, when 
they have once put themſelves under the Protection, 


and ſworn their Allegiance to a Perſon qualified to 


anſwer the Ends of Government in this Kingdom: So 
long as he endeavours ſo to do, ſo long he is their 
King; H long they are bound in Con ſcience to ſub- 
mit to him; ſo long they have no ſort of Right; 
and it is Unlawful for them to attempt to make an- 
other. And, according to the Dodlrine of theſe 
Twolaſt Hypotheſes, whilſt the Rightful Monarch, 
thus aQually eri or being willing thus to 
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exerciſe, his Power for the Good of his People, is in 


being, he has a Right to their Allegiance, both 
from the Obligation of their Oaths, and from Na- 
tural Duty; and there would be no Obligation in 
any Oaths to transfer it to another. 

But when, inſtead of promoting, the King en- 
deavouts to deſtroy the Ends of Government in this 
Kingdom; when, inſtead of imploying his Power 
to protect, he makes ufe of it to injure and oppreſs 
the People himſelf, have the People of Exgland 
then no Power to make a King? Have they no 


Right to accept the Protection of Another, and to 


transfer their Allegiance to one that will protect 
them? Yes furely: They have not only a 
Right, but it is their Duty; they are even bound 
in Conſcience to do it: The Natural Duty they owe 


the Society of which they are Members, and the 


Government eftabliſh'd in theſe Kingdoms, obliges 
them indiſpenſably to provide, in the belt Manner 
they can, for the Safety and Preſervation of them. 

But we are told, As of Parliament Unrepeal d 
decare the Subject to haue no Coercive Power over 
the King, not even both Houſes of Parhament. And 
with all the Regard this Author can poſſibly have 
for Acts of Parliament, I freely own, tis true, they 
have not, any more than a King has a Coercive 
Power over both Houſes of Parliament, or one 
Houſe of Parliament over the other. But both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament have a Reſiraining Power over 
the King, and over'each other; and the King has 
the fame Power over them both: can neither 
of them force the other's Aſſent, but each may refuſe 
their own. But 1 don't fee how this operates to 
the Purpoſe ir is brought for, which is to prove the 
Moral Impoſfibility, chat is, the Unlawfulneſs of 


 transſerting Allegiance, Theſe Acts of Parliament 


8 the Power of the People over the King, re- 


King; 
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waining in the Adminiſtration ofhis Government as a 
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King; but they have nothing to do with what Power, 
the People have, when the King by Male · Ad miniſtra- 
tion forfeits his Right, and ceaſes to be a King. 
The next Argument is, That Kings are ſubjedt to 
none but God, particularly the King of England: 
And does it follow from hence, that the People of 
England have no Right, in extreme Caſes, to pro- 
vide for their own Safety? Does it follow that 
they have no Right to hinder and prevent any Miſ⸗ 
chief a King may intend to bring upon them, be- 
cauſe they have no Right to call him to an Ac- 
count, and puniſh him for attempting it? Tho 
the King is not ſubject to them, they are not there- 
fore under ſuch Obligations of Suhjection to him, 
that nothing can diſſolve them: They may at leaſt 
withdraw their Allegiance : That is Lawful, and 
that they have a Right to do, when the King enters 
into ſuch Meaſures, as makes it Neceſſary to the 
Common Safety. And this was the greateſt Length 
the People run at the Reve/xtion. They contented 
themſelves barely to prevent the Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on the King was attempting to bring upon them; and, 


confeſſing that he was not Subject to them, that he 


was without the Reach of Humane Jaſtice; they left 
him to render an Account to God for the Horrid 
Crime of imploying his Power to make a People 
Miſerable, for whoſe Good alone that Power was 
intruſted with him, and whom he was bound in 
Natural Duty, as well as by the Obligation of the 
moſt Solemn Oarths, to Protect and Defend, 
The laſt Thing this Author mentions as an Ar- 
ment of the Unlawfulneſs, and conſequently the 
nyalidity of the Oaths taken at and fince the Re- 


volution, is, That the Monarchy of England 4s He- 


reditary, not Elefive. But neither the Monarchy 
of England, nor any other Monarchy upon Earth, 


is Hereditary in ſuch a Senſe, that it mult neceſſa | 
gily deſcend by Right of Seth, without „ 
| * | 
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(20) 
to thoſe, who are Incapable, as well as to thoſe 
who are Capable of ir. If in an Hereditary Mo- 


rarchy the next Heir ſhould happen to be an Ideot, 


does the Order of his Birth make ir Neceſſary, that 
he ſhould be a King? No body will fay that. And 

et ſuch a Natural Incapacity does not unfit a Man 
or Government, more than an Incapacity ariſing 
from Principle. He that profeſſes Principles deſtru- 
Jive of rhe End and Defign of any Government, 
is more Dangerous to that Government, and there- 
fore more Unfit and Uncapable of it, than if he was 
an Ideot. One could not Protect it; the other 
would Deſtroy it: But no one is born with a Right 
to deſtroy the Happineſs, and to inflit Miſery on 
any Part of Mankind: No Man is born under an 
Obligation to ſubmit to any Power apply'd to ſuch 


Unnatural Purpoſes. Bur ftill rhe Monarchy ' of 
England is Hereditary ; the Laws and Cuſtoms of 


England have made it ſo, in the Senſe that any 
Monarchy can be Hereditary. The People have-not 
a Right to chooſe whom they pleaſe to be their 


King; but they are oblig'd to accept of, and to | 


fubmit to, as ſuch, that Perſon, who is next in Suc- 
ceſhon Capable of anſwering the End and Deſign 
of this Government. By this Rule they guided 
themſelves at the Revolution: They transferred 
their Allegiance from a Perſon abſolutely — — 
by Principle, of continuing in the Exerciſe of this 
Government, to the next in the Hereditary Line Ca- 


pable of it. By this Rule the Government is at 


— 5 happily Eſtabliſh'd upon our moſt Gracious 
vereign Lord King George; and by this Rule, 
: truſt in God, it will deſcend to his lateſt Po- 

n 3 Es WA | 
Upon theſe Arguments this Author would apply 
theſe Two laſt — of the great Dr. Ver. 
der ſon, to invalidate the Force of the Oaths to the 
pre fent Government; but from the Anſwers, wo 
3 . Ve 
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(21) 
have been given them, I hope it appears, that at 
the Revolution the People had a Right to 1r ansfer 
their Allegiance; that it was Lawful for them to 


ſwear Allegiance to a Prince Capable and Willing 


to protect them, and to abjwre all Allegiance to a 
Prince, determin d, and actually endeavouring, to 
deſtroy them; that theſe Oaths, and conſequently 
the Oaths to the preſent Government, which ſtand 
exactly upon the ſame Foot, are Obligatory and 
Bind ing; that there is no Sin in taking them; but 
that the Breaking of them, and that only, is Per- 


{ But before this Author leaves his Point, he can- 
not help, he ſays, taking Notice, how Dr. Sander- 


Fon anſwers an Objection here made, and anſwers 


it otherwiſe than he dogs. The ObjeMion is, Bat 
nor fulfil what you promis d, i Perſury. Les; 
(ſays Bp. Sanderſon ) But if the Thing was Unlaw- 


ful which- you ſwore, Pin were perjur d when you 


tooꝶ that Oath, not when you broke it. Now here 


the Author differs from rhe Biſhop : Both agree 


there is no Perjury in the Breach of ſuch. Oaths. 
But this Author is further of Opinion, that there is 


no Perjury in taking them: To ſay thete is, he 


thinks is too Rhetorical for a Caſuiſt; and that 
there is need both of Tropes and Figures to make the 
taking of any PromiſſoryOath Perjury.. But. wich his 
good Leave, if a Man takes a Promiſſory Oath, 
convinc'd, at the time he takes it, that it is Unlawful, 
and for that Reaſon, or any other, intends, at the 
time he takes it, to break it; I dare ſay, every one 
will allow that Man is as directly guilty of *Perjwry, 
(without the leaſt Help of Tropes and Figures) as 
if, in an Affirmative Oath, he ſhould ſwear a 
„ —T( 86 
And as to the other Part of this Queſtion, Whe- 
ther, If a Man obliges himſelf by an Oath to do an 
Unlawful Thing, believing it at that time to be * 
I 


(Cas). 


ſul, he is guilty of Perjury, if he afterwards diſco- 
yers it was Unlawful; and for that Reaſon does 
not perform it : Here, indeed, Bp. Sanderſon re- 
folves it in the Negative, and thinks he is not: But 
this is a Doctrine which ought to be laid down with 
great Caution. Mens Intereſts operate ſo ſtrongly 
upon their Judgments; they. are ſo apt to think 
every Thing Lawful that is for their Ad vantage, and 
every Thing Unlawful which is not fo ; ſo that great 
Care ſhould be taken, in a Point of ſo much Con- 
ſequence, to guard againſt their running into ſo na- 
tural and fo eaſy a Miſtake. When they are told 
there is no Perjury in the Breach of a Fromiſſory 
Oath, obliging them to do an Unlawful Thing, 
they ſhould be told at the ſame time, that before 
they reſolve to break it, they ſhould be thoroughly 
well aſſur d the Thing is Unlawful in it felf, and 
that no Change or Variation, in Point of Intereft, 
enters into, and biaſles their Judgment about it; 
they ſhould be told, that the Arguments, which in- 
cline them to think it Unlawful, ought to be Strong 
and Clear, arifing intirely from the Nature of the 
* it ſelf, and free from any apparent Poſſibility 
ror. FE 12 

And then, in this Caſe, all Mankind muſt agree, 
That if the Perſon, who has taken ſuch an Oath, 
reſolves not to Keep it, he is bound in Conſcience 
to make that known to the Perſon who depends up- 
on his Fetformance of it: And that, if by taking 
ſuch an Oath, he has purchas'd any fort of Advan- 
tage to himſelf, he is bound in Conſcience to reſign 
that Advantage, and put himſelf exactly into the 
e ee 


1 could not help ſaying thus much, by way of 
Anſwer to the Opinions of this Author, abour the 
Non-performance of Unlawful Framiſſory Oaths : 
Tho, from what has heen already obſery'd, I hope 
\ 1 85 it 


7” = 
it appears this Queſtion has little to do with the 
Oattis to thepreſeniGovernment,which are not vaca- 
red by any Prior Obligation, have no Impoſſibility or 
Injuſtice in them and are therefore, according to 
the DoQtine of this Author himſelf, not to be ſer 
aſide, unleſs the Perſon ſworn to releaſes us from 
their Obligation. - 
It is not the Purpoſe of this Paper to ſtate Caſes, 
to enter into a particular Inquiry how far this Obli- 
gation extends itſelf, and in what Inſtances Men 
may become guilty of the Breach of it: Let any 
Man carefully and impartially conſider it, and 
will refer him to the DireQion of his own Con- 
ſcience ; which, if he reſolves to perform his Oaths, 
will certainly. make him a good Subject. An Ho- 
neſt and a Conſcientious Man, who has ſolemnly 
1 in the Preſence of God, upon the True 
Faith of a Chriſtian, That be will defend Ki 
George, to the utmoſt of his Power, againſt all 
Traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever 
againlt His Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, can ne- 
ver think he diſcharges the Obligation of that Pro- 


miſe, unleſs he does, in the belt fort he may, fo 


actually defend him. There is not, for Inſtance, 
that Man upon Earth, whole Conſcience will tell 
him, if he fairly asks the Queſtion, that he is free 
from the Guilt of Per jury, if he has taken this Oath, 
and reſolves only not to reſiſt the King; if he is an 
oa ee whenany 2 Attempt is 
made to diſturb his Government, and is ready .to 
ſubmit to, and become the Tame infignificant, uſe- 
leſs, wicked Subje& of another, if that Attempt 


* 


. It is not poſſible a Conſcientious Man ſhould 
think it can conſiſt with the Obligation of this 
Oath, upon a Suſpicion of any Secret Conſpiracy 
to ſubvert the Government, to ſhut his Eyes a 
Eats, and feſolve not to be convinc'd of the * 
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of it: Much leſs can he think, when ſuch Works 
of Darkneſs are ſearch'd out, and brought to Light 


by {he Indefatigable Induſtry, and truly Honef 


| of other Men, it can then conſiſt with his 
Oath to become more difficult of Belief, and inſiſt 
more ſtrict Evidence than other Men, or even 

he himſelf requires in other Matters of Fact, and 
ſuch, as the — of theſe will ſcarcely admit of 
to expect, that Mens Actions ſhould be eaſily trac d, 
when they enter into Meaſures they dare not own, 
when Secrecy and Concealment are Neceſſary to the 


Succeſs of their Deſigns, and their own Safety 


obliges them to perplex and obſcure every Thin 

they do, and throw it into the darkeſt Shades elt 

utmoſt Art and Skill can contri ve. n 
In theſe, and in all other Caſes, that can ariſe, 


2 Man's own Conſcience, faithfully conſulted, 


would be to him a ſure unerring Guide. Tis im- 
poſſible to find out any Medium between the Guilt 
of Perjury, and ring the King Heartily and Faith- 
fully. Does not any Man ſee it is abſurd to at- 
tempt to reconcile the bare doing the King no Harm, 
with an Oath to do him all the Good one can, and 
{ſerve him to the utmoſt of one's Power? Does 
not any one ſee, that to fit ſill, and not oppoſe his 


Enemies, cannot conſiſt with a poſitive. Oath to 


Support, Maintain, and Defend him againſt them? 
If any Man in his Senſes pretends to believe theſe 
Things can be reconcil'd, he affects to be more ig- 
norant, than the World will allow him to be. Of 
two bad Characters he ſeems defirous to take to 
himſelf that, which, perhaps, is not the worſt ; but 
let him be ſure the World will give him both. A 
Man indeed may have been Negligent, and given 
himſelf no Thought or Trouble about it; but if he 
has, it is impoſſible he ſhould believe ſuch manifeſt 
Contradiction; and if he has not, it will in no 
meaſure excule his Failure in any Point of W 
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For if he does not underſtand what he has oblig d 
_himſelf to do, tis his on Fault; and he who, thro 
wilful Ignorance, commits, a Fault wich his Eyes 
obſtinately ſhut, is as Guilty as he that does the 
ſame Thing with his Eyes wide open. 

I would therefore beg Leave to adyiſe any one, 
who, fince his taking the Oaths to the Government, 
has never given himlelf the Leiſure to conſider the 
Obligation they lay upon to take that Matter 
ſeriouſly; into his Thoughts; aud a very little Pains, 
without any other Help, than that of a common, 
honeſt Underſtanding, will ſo fully inſorm him of 
it, that if he does but acquit himſelf to ;his own 
Conſcience, he will both act like a good 7 2 
and not fail to behave himſelf like a good * 
And therefore it would be be. in fruitle 
enter into an Explanation of a Thing ſo clear and 
plain in it ſelf: No honeſt Man needs it, and every 
wicked One wou'd laugh at it. But 1 ſhould. 
pet die G 8 Conleg e 
7 the Guilt an uences of Pet jury: 
And therefore I ſhall rather chooſe. to ſet theſe 
Things i in the beſt Light 1 can; and, be the Succeſs 
What it will, I. ſhalf have the Satisfaction of An- 
ſwering, in the belt. I am able, the Obli- 
gation of my own Oaths, whilſt I endeayour to te- 
\<al orher Men to their Duty, and awaken in them 
à Senſe. of r 
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4. Now an Oath Is 'zpreed' on all Hands to bela 
Selemd Invocation of Edd Almighry, as a Witheſs 
*of the Truth of any ding we Ren, find of tlie 
cere and ſted faſt Re on of our Hearts to per- 
2 any thing we bromiſc. The Perſon,” Who 
* {iwears, pays all his a Hap and 


' Aﬀſtance"of God's 'Providehte, upon the Truth '6 
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po sd to believe that God ONES 
Infinite Truth; that He intereſt 
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ſelf in the Gobemment of tis ld; that 
_ Omniſcient. : Rig and that nothi ;con tly can 

. - Hid from "Him; not even hich his - 
"Exiſtence but in the ſettet Props of a 


Man's Heart; that he is Omnipotent, and tertatnly 
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whot by- offending, Whats bacomes! the) Objet 
o it. 221 s Ini 1 eb: 
Now let any Man _ if his bn be ir 
as fruitful. as it will, can invent a greater / Impiety 
than the Swearing: a kndwn Falſhoed, or willully 
failing to —— what, under the Ohligation of 
an Oath, a has bound himſelf to da: Let him 
conſider whether it is poſſible for Men, Wich all the 
Skill and Power they OR be NO to be 
Ranken af à more daring, di empt; and 
of God, I don þ the "A of e Man 
can contrive; or his; utmoſt Power enable him, to 
commit a more preſum Sin: Fox the Breach 
of an Oath, from the View wei have had of the 
Nature of it, maniſeſtly implies either a Disbelies 
or a Contempt of the oer 75 other. Attributes 
of God. "Whoever che iss i that is/guilty of it; cither 
dqes not believe that God -Almighty-is a Being of 
Infinite * that He Soncerns Himſelf at all with 
the Mou, that He ſees and knows their 
moſt — houghts, and is able toftaze Venge- 
ance. of choſe whQ gffend ggainſt Him:; Ot, if we 
ſuppoſe him to believe l Things which indged 
is hardly to be ſupposd) why then he isiplaioly 
| = xl of- Contemning-the Antho ority; of God, , arid 
bis Power openly at — Tis hatd to 
ay 5 theſe; is ——.— 
it either — the Offence * ll God is 00 plain 
— Ar and d en ether 
Hen Jug 02 159019 YBY K 
= Wo therefor now eche iew,;andcon- 
fader the Sin of Ferjury, as, it is un Hu to out 
Nerbbaur. Huron af pn 25100 Sus Me Tf 
Fhe Faculty fn Speech is a iar Bleſog, 
which — of God has :d;ppan Men, 
to ſenable them, for i then mutual: Reneſit and Com 
fort, to communicate) 8 each wher:nhe inward 


21007 Thobghts 


\ 


but take 


(38) 
Thoughts and Sentiments of their Hearts. Every 
Man has a Right to this Benefit of another's Speech, 


in beſtowing it; and tis not lawfully in a Man's 
Power to pervert and abuſe it to any other. And 
this is an Original Natural Right, not dependent 
upon any Humane Compact or Agreement, but de- 
riv'd from the Nature of Things, Neceſſary in the 


Order and Oeconomy of God's Providence, and 


for which every Man is oblig d and indebted to God 


1 * 


alone. ' ; x 


2s ldlcherefors 29-66 rhke-ols of Fonts 


diſagreeing with our. Thoughts, and which do not 
truly convey the inward Senſe of our Hearts (con- 
fiderins- this fimply in it ſelf, without joyning any 

im 5 wg to it) it is an Invaſion of our Neigh- 
bour s Right, it is doing him a manifeſt Injury, eon- 
trary to the great Fundamental Rule of doing Ju- 
Rice to all Mankind; and perverting a Gift of God 
to an End, for which he neither did, nor poſſibly 
could intend it. &  ©::b G T 2 8 1 — 5 SY 
But has any Man a Right chen to all the Truths 
I know?” Is there nothing I may lawfully conceal 
from him, if he th inks fit to queſtion me about it? 
Ves, moſt certainly there are many Things, which 
2 Man not only lawfully may, but which he is 
bound in Conſcience and Honour to keep faithfully 
ecret in the depth of his Heart. In ſuch Caſes à 


Man has no Right to Speech; and that might be 


a very proper Anſwer to any ions about them. 
But whenever I do ſpeak; the Perſon I ſpeak to 
nas @ Right to Truth; and it muſt be inſiſted on, 

that a Man's Words and his Thoughts ought al- 
ways to agtee; and, that when they do not, it is, 
confider d ſimply in it ſelf; an Injury done to ã Na- 
rural Right common to all Mankind, and which 
comes withievery Man that is born imo the 
World. 8 This 


becauſe this was one main End and Purpoſe of God 


e. ry uf no jr OO AmAAD M9 Wm s enge. - 


the Fortune, the Liberty or the Property of our 


ce) 


This Injury 


indeed, ſtill conſider d harely as pre 
judicing the Natural Right Every % Man F has 0 


Truth, is always aggravated and increaſed. ptopor- 
tionably to the Reaſon any one gives another to de- 
pend upon him, and believe what he ſays to be 
true. Thus, in Caſes where an Oath. intervenes, the 
Solemnity of that Act, which is intended intirely 
to take away all Apprebenſion and Suſpicion; of 
the leaſt Falſehood in what it affirms, is in it ſelf 
a new Foundation of Right to the Truth; and the 
Violation of it in theſe Caſes is therefore; ſimply 


| In it ſelf, more Injurious, and doubly Criminal. 
cient Im- 
portance to require the Satisfaction of an Oath, 


But as all thoſe Caſes, which are of: 


either always have, or at leaſt always ought, and 
are therefore always ſuppos d to have, conſiderable 


do by Falfifying in theſe 
in another 
culty of & and invading 


that flow from our 


Conſequences depending upon them, the Injury we 
es, is to be conſider d 
A Light. Here it becomes'a complicated 
Crime: We are not only guilty of miſuſing the Fa- 
Speech, the Common Right 
of all Mankind to Truth, but all che Conſequences, 
Miſinformation, ate juſt 


ly 


upon us: And if the Reputation or 


Fellow - Cittzen, or Fellow-SubjeQ, 


Degree. ſuffer by it, we are as propetiy guilty. of 


that Injury, as if it had proceeded 


immediately 


that nothing of this Kind does follow from it, at 
leaſt we put it to the Hazard ; and that I am ſure 


as fa 
We of all Mankinß. 


But in the Caſe: of a Fremiſſary Oath, to fail 
in the Performance of that Promile, n 
249013 . ing | 


is directly in Breach: of that. great Law. both of 
Natural and Reveal d Religion, which enjoyns us, 
as we are able, to promote the Good and 


would be to commit any 


(30) 
Thing:be Lawful in it ſelf, and tlie Reaſon! ſablilts, 


which the Promiſe. was: made, is direQly'a 
Breach of Natural Juſtice. A;! Man cannot have u 


more plain and evident Right to any Part of the 


Property he poſſeſſes, than he has to the Perfor- 
mance of ſuch a Promiſe; and therefore the Breach 
of it is as much an Injury, and as  Inconfiſtent 
with the known Rules of Juſtice and Equity, as it 
open Violence upon his 
Perſon or his Fortune; to deprive him unjuſtly: of 
12 other * or mig chat belongs to 
Un 1. id: T.AEH 1 


:T'6:dravvithis-Crinic our now into is Eon 
Firſt; as it is an Offence againft God. He 


quences :: 
that is guilty of the Sin of Per) y, muft either 
disbelieve, > or diſregard and contemn the Bein 
3 — — * 
true, pr it will come 
to the ſame e Thing, dich Side 1 "7a 
take. For to act as if a Man did not, tho; at 
fame time he profeſſes that he does believe che Be 
ing and Attributes of God, is very little different 
from acting as if he did not, and fairly owning 
that he tow not. What Difference there is turns to 
the Advantage of the profeſs d Atheiſt, roms 18 
more Sincete and Conſiſtent, and, in 
more Extuſable chan the other, "Praftically as much 
an Atheiſt, and at leaſt 45 grea 
fon, [as himſelf. For it cannot be more clear and 
certain chat there is a God, than it is, that iſithete 
de, Men ought! not to live as if chere was not: 
2 to deny that his Attributes ought to influence 
the Actions of Mien, (as he does moſt effetctually, 
who does it in Practice) ill have the ſame Con- 
ces as to Mens Morals, that would follow, 
ie lt could be providitheie was nd Cod at all: This 
Principle wauld make ne as Wicked and as Vi- 
— 4 ; cious 


t an Enemy t Rea- 


5 
* F 
) . 


* owns''the Being of a'God, but in his Though 
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2 "ceffnily ;, ani 
tobe as Paſy ant av Happy 
_" diſtarbing himſelf wir any Döubts and Appre- 


mem reer 


4329 
cidus as 'they cduld be, if all the Principles of 
Acheiſm . Direct Atheiſm ſtrikes imme- 
diatesy at the Root, it takes away the Baſis: and 


Foundation of Reveal U Religion; and h. 265" 
iS! di- 


"veſts Him of his AN or his Attributes of the 


JAR -ought to have upon the Actions of 
Men, if ves any part of the Foundation, 
Tin die he ue And abfolutcly deſtroys:all that 
is built upon it, that is, all the Effect of Roligiar 
in' the World. Tue prefeſs d Atheiſt goes but one 
beyond him in ullathe reſt te muſt both 
aste“ It will follcho⸗ ſtom the Pfinciples of both, 
that the Laws and. Precepts of Religion have no 
roper'Force or Obligation in them ; that Hopes 
Peats, witli telation ct future Rewards and 
"PRIN, — Unreafbmable Reſtraints, which 
Men impoſe thetnfelves fooliſhly: and unne- 
the true Rule off living here, is 
as la Man can, withont 


0 n what 1 E © mas; we here- 
; £51134 j A 33 
Man ea Resſonable Thinking Creature; and his 
-Aftions: muſt always bs accounted ot: oby ſome 
(6h& Prineiple or other: nd Im ſure there is no 
Priel le upon Which it · is poſſibio to gionnd this 
Sin of Perjury, dae ml equi juſtify: the 
: Cottiniflion of any'6ther, and muſtitend to under- 
mine the: Foundation, and to :fernMen abſolutely 
looſe from all Fr Obti of. Re- 
N RIS. 1-24 Sie: edi z 
Nor wil it boifauia; fee conſder it, leſs De- 
5ftrative: of the 06 Natural:Re- 
ion and the SMI Laws,” which depend not u 
any Politive Authotity;;bur:ariſe out of the l 
ats Things. Thore it certainly nothing more 


7 tc; 15 
2 I contrary 
= : 
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even Death, than it is for one Man to do an Inju- 
17 to another, for the ſake of any Benefit. or 44. 

. to himſelf : And — the Firſt and 
-Principat Lau, which Nature preſctibes, is 10 do 
Juſtice to all Mankind. Now the Sin of Perjury 


bas plainly been prov'd to be a-manifeſt Breach of 


this great Fundamental Rule. And whoever will 
allow himſelf to violate this, cannot conceive him - 
felf bound to obſerve any of the reſt, which are 
inſerior to, and dependent upon it. He who 
chinks it Lawſul to do an Injury to his er. 
cannot tiink it Unlawful barely to — any Op- 
portunity of doing him Good. He who breaks a 
Fundamental Law, neceſſary to the very Being of 


Society, cannot be — kde live in 2 
= 


to thoſe, - which propoſe only the maki 
n r 


Charitable and Munificent; will he Pity and Com- 
paſſionate the Afflictions and -Sufferings 
low. Creatures? No: If Juſtice he once — — away, 
the inferior Virtues of Liberality, Kindneſs, Hu- 
- manity, the Wiſhing arid Endeavouring to promote 
the Good of other Men, muſt intirely and abſo- 
lutely periſn; and he, who thinks he may in any 
manner lawfully do a Wrong or Injury to another, 
-deftroys the Foundations of Moral Virtue, and 
takes away from Man all 1 Qualities, which 
ditingiiſh. him from a Brute, and which are the 
-CharaQerifticks of Humane Nature. 
From the whole therefore it follows, That who- 


ever is capable of committing the Sin of Perjzry, 


-That is, of Calling upon God Almighty, 4 is a 
God of Infinite Truth. who is Omniſcient and On- 
nipot ent, to be an immediate Witneſs of a Lye, 


contrary to Nature, not Pain nor Poverty; no not 


1 ind Happ 
aifpenribly ohlig d to be Juſt, - will be be 
15 his Fel- BD 
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-who is s capable-uoder this Diſguiſe of Ijwing his 
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1 
Neighbour, and Invading the Natural Rights and 
Privileges, which are common to all Mankind, de- 


ſerves not only not to be eſteem d a Chriſtian, but 


has forfeited all his Right, extept only what may 
ariſe from the Shape and Figure of his Body, even 
* the Cheer or Mun 
Io carry this now into Society. It is moſt cer- 
tain, that if it were a General Principle, that Men 
are not oblig d to deal truly with one another, that 
there is no Obligation in their Oaths, and conſe - 
quently none in the moſt Solemn Promiſes and En- 
gagements they can enter into, the Univerſal So- 
ciety of Mankind muſt neceſſarily be diffolv'di It 
the Faculty of Speech were generally RAY. 
if inſtead of conveying Truth, Men generally us'd 
it to Deceive and Impoſe upon one another, tis 
evident the common Bufine „ and ordinary Com- 
merce of Life, would immediately be at à ſtand. 
And if the Obligation of Oaths, of Solemn Com- 
pads and Agreements, were once deſtroy d, Men 
would have no other Dependance left but their 
own Strength; their Security muſt neceſfarily be 
1 on Power, and twould be impoſ- 
Hble they ſhould ever think themſelves ſafe from 
. longer than they were in a Poſture to re 


ox a Condition to revenge the. 
This would be the Conſequence of ſuch a Prin. 
ciple — the Univerſal Society of Mankind: And if 
we apply it to particular Communities, where 
Men have joyn'd themſelves in in Rockets 
under particular Laws and Cuſtoms, agreed upon 
by common Conſent for the Government of them- 
ſelves; as it is Neceſſary to the Preſervation of ſuch 
Communities, that the Government ſhould be aſ- 
ſur d of the Affection of 24 1 would ask, 
ee e eee 

'aF at evi was at Liberty to 
72 . eve. Ik 


54 ( 34) 
break his Word; and that Promiſes and Oaths had no 


Obligation in them, what Security they could poſfi- 
bly give of their continuing to Obſerve thoſe Laws 


and Cuſtoms, and to Obey that Partieular Form of 


Government? Tis impoſhble they ſhould give any 
and therefore all 8 — rey 
Diſſalv d. or, as it is Natural to thoſe who-have the 
Adminiſtr ation of Government; and perfectly A- 
greeable to the End and Inſtitution of Government 
it lelf, that it ſhould in all Events be Preſery d, they 
would, becauſe' in this Caſe they muſt, reſort to 
Force; and upon this Suppoſition there would either 
he no ſuch Thing as Government, or at leaſt no 
ſuch Thing a8 2 Free Government upon Earth; - - 
Io bring this Home rherefore, and apply it to 
have the Happineſs to Live under a Free: Govern- 
Common Conſent, calculated 
Surity of the King, and the Safety of the Pes f 
Oath, that he will make tho Laws the Rule and 
Meaſate of his Government; and the People have 
given him the ſame Security, that rhey will Sub- 
mir to thoſe Laws, that they will Protect his Per- 
ſon, and Support and Defend Him in the Legal Ru- 
ercife of his Government. Now, if withaut the 
of the King, if without the Fretence of dhe leaſt 
Injusy done ta choſe, who hape the Happineſs 10 
ive under his Government, if without the leaſt 
Encteathment upon the Laws, che People ſhould 
hreak through the Obligations of their Oar he, and 
they _— | ——— Foot — 
* have worn to Defend; upon What Foo | 
the Governineat, chat ſhould ſucceed, poſhbly be 
ERablifh'd? Would it leave it felf abſeimdiy with- 
* To 1 A 


— 
. 0 L 
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3 (35) 
out any Security, or would it depend upon the Se: 
— id our. Oatbs, immediately alter ſo Uncon- 
teſtable a Proof of the Contempt we have for the 
Force and Obligation of them? They, who molt 
labour and-witlh for the Change, are not only ſan- 
fible how little Reſtraint they have upon themſel ves. 
but muſt be Conſcious they have us d their utmoſt 
Skill to perſwade other People too, that they may 
lawfully ' break them: And if ever the Change 
ſnould happen, that would convince them they 
had done it with Effact. And would they then re- 
ly upon this Security? Moſt certainly they would 


not : No they would owe their Succels to the 


Ruin and Deſtrution of all the Principles of Com- 
mon” Honeſty: - They::would find us a People nor 
fubject to any Conſcientious Reſtraints,” and for 
that Reafon fit to be Govern'd: only by Force: And 
fo-far- therefore they. well dire& their Aim to a 
Perſon, whoſe Religion would provide Pardont and 


Indwlgencies for themſelves, and with Force and 


Violence; with: Charms and Ferrers, would ſecure 
I fob uf the Obedlence of tho reſt of thei Fellow 

U Min Haun! I n „ 7 1 
H ever the Sins of this Nation ſhould ripen the 
Time for their this is che Change we muſt 
expeth. Inſtead of that Plain, Simple Warſhip 
of the One only true Gad, which the Proteflant 
Church of this Kingdom preſcribes, we mult pre- 
pare to worſhip Saints and Angels, to receive the 
Superſtition and Kolerry of the Church of Rome : 
Bund Zeal and Perſecution muſt ſucceed” into the 

of 


Hace of *Meetneſs and Mercy; and inſtead of 
Reading the Mord of God with our own Byes, and 
Brerciſing in any meafure the Underſtanding God 
haas given us to diſcoyer the ttus Meahing) of it, 
we muſt read it with the Eyes of other Men, and 
ee 2 they pleaſe to 
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636) 
that Wicked Skilful Men, long exerciſed in Contri- 
Vances of Cruelty, can infli u — Humane N ature. 


With relation to the Civil Government: As tis 
impoſkble this Change ſhould ever be brought about 
whilſt the Laws have any Force, tis Madnels to 
think they ſhould have any aſter it; to think that 
a Perſon poſſeſs d of a Government, eſtabliſh'd up- 
on the Ruin of Laws, ſhould afterwards ſet Bounds 
to his own Power, and limit it by any other Law but 
that of his own ill. Thirſt after Power is natu- 
ral to all Mankind; and the Inſtances are very rare 
of theſe, who have made it their Choice, to ſer 
Limits to their own: And I muſt own; I am very 
far from thinking the Perſon intended to be ſet over 
us, would be one of that Number ; eſpecially, when 
I conſider the Principles he muſt have receiv in 
the way of his Education, and his private Reſent- 
ment at the Injuries he certainly thinks we have 


done him. 
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No, Rn (it ele comen) full | 
of Revenge, and will be too well pleas'd with the 
Power of executing it, ever to be perſwaded tamely 
to patt with it: He will, he muſt maintain b 
Force, what he can never obtain without it. He muſt 
ſecure his Poſſeſſion by the ſame Method that he gets 
it, which can be no other than the Force of Arms. In- 
ſtead therefore of being any longer govern'd by Known 
_— we muſt be ſubject to the Abſolute Will of an 

rag'd, Angry, and Lebe thinks) Injur'd Prince : 
oF of being Secure in the Felchen of our ſeve· 
ral Properties, we muſt hold them dent on 
his Neaſare; and be oblig d ta him, nat onl — 
any Comfort we may have in Life, but — — 
1 h ae ate Gore erty for Slave 
to We mu | or _ 
Safety for Fear, Peace and Quiet for Diſorder and 
Soden We muſt exchange, in one Ex- 
tema Happineſs r! * Aa, ': The 
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they will freely give us, that nothing of this Kind 
ſhall be the Conſequence of their Succeſs: But, I 


think, they are not to be credited, by the fame 


Rule, that the moſt Solemn Engagements we could 


enter into with them, would deſerve no Credit, 


after we have once broke thro the Obligations of 
our Oaths, even tho it be to do them Service. In- 
deed, they outrun any Thing we are yet-arriv'd at 


in this Way, becauſe they not only profeſs there is no 


Obligation in any Engagements they enter into with 
us, and in Con{ eof that Principle have always 
broke them, when they thought it convenient: But 


they have amongſt t ch 
ment, which Conſecrates this Crime: It turns what 


the reſt of Mankind judge to be a very great Vice, 


into a Virtue; and makes the Breach of all ſuch En- 
gagements not only Innocent, but Meritorious. 
' | Surely then, there is no Truſt to be plac d in ſuch 
Engagements: And the Nature of the Caſe, if the 
Popiſh Pretender to theſe. Kingdoms ſhould ever 
gain his Point, makes his Ruling by Furce ſo ex- 
tremely' Requiſite to his own Safety, that I can't 


hut pity the Credulity of any one, ho thinks it is 


poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, as much as. Lthink 
any Man of common Senſe ſhould reſent the Inſult 
upon his Underſtanding, if any one attempts to 
perſwade him into that Opinion. © Oe 

Without the leaſt os therefore, I have 
fairly repreſented the Condition we ſhall be in, if 
this Scheme ſhould ever take Place: And I would 
ask any Man alive, whether he thinks, if it could 
be had Eafily and without Trouble, *tis worth 
wiſhing for. But is it not moſt Amazing that Men 
ſhould ſtruggle 


them- 


vas , , 4 
. * * 3 : g ; 
RO os T7 AE 3 5 n . \ 
# 1 * XL S- WEST * n * RET : <3 5 * . > 
7 + 5 * 8 88 = {8 G * 5 1 $ : zach 
$2 > wo Fe N Lies & ; Ia 48% . s5 g HP; 
75 Es Ir a. 2 ** F 8 N 8 
4 5 8 7 2 3:4" XI. 4 8 F a r bye 4 | I's 
Fi 2 FF * 2 1 . 3 ws A Ke 
1 * 2 4 5 . 8 e Ti” "x 
FR i : 5 4 A 4 4 a 8 N FRY ; = , 2 AE. oats 
3 


hem a Religious Sort of Enchant- . 


and contend for Miſery? That 
they ſhould break thro' all the Ties of Religion, 
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, and commit ſuch Crimes, to 
— >a ng and Quiet here, as will follow 
them into another World, and make mee 


hereafter. 
This is the Plain, Unmasietd, Naked Tuth of 
what they would perſwade us to da, who attempt 
to engage us in the Scheme of ſetting a Popih Fro. 
en en Throne — For 


— — of their ins, and rjoyc 
22 de much — Fart of 


8 


us, 


bite 


1} 
ny 
87 

28 


Tl 
Rl 


. 


"a9 | 


<< 
0 


Hi 


> the. | 
to endeavour to perſwade . 2 " Wiſe iſe Poe 
ple to purchaſe their own Deſtru#102, at the Expency 
eee 


3 | 4 $5, 4 4 * 1 4 7 7 * 
. 1 g n 4 L 4 o 1 1 1 3 
w ” N Ws - 6 ..*þ : 
* 1 5 x £ * 4 . F G'S i * 
1 * * 1 ” © . . * 
2 * . : 
% 1+ . 1 9 4 4 : 5 1 4 


9 * g i . - Þ „ * 0 0 4 
x 4578 4+ "xs * + a | { © 43 


$3: 


r 


CY - 
* 1 * 
* 
2 4 ” & & 3 
; - k 

* 4 140 ? 

11.1 14 4 1 . 
— 4 = * 

. * oy : 

. 4 U * 
1 a. th. ls * * 


London: Primed by 7 2 in Warvick La. 


8 <t 5 3 
PR . * 28 8 1 
FF 33 1 
EH GI n . 7 N * 2 
. & 4 


. 


G a aa. tw ac .. 1 I 1 . 5 BD » 


